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If you, or someone you love, would like to be a part of the Homestead
Christian Care community, please call our head office at 905-529-0454 to
learn more about our services in Residential Care, Supported
Independent Living, and Advanced Supported Independent Living.

HOMESTEAD
CHRISTIAN CARE
Living with Mental Illness

winter 2006 newsletter

Success!
*  A Wentworth Program resident has been
striving to increase his skills in web design,
completing a college course in HTML!

*  Our  Annual Christmas Dessert Social
was a wonderful celebration, attended by
many residents, volunteers and staff.

*  All residential programs are being fully
utilized to their capacity.

Feature Program- The YMCA
Exercise and activity are important aspects of
achieving good physical health, but there is also
strong evidence that links physical activity with
mental health. This is why Homestead has
implemented a program that helps residents visit the
YMCA.

The program takes place
weekly with volunteers
accompanying residents
to the YMCA for swimming
and gym excercise. The
program has been a
success, and residents
enjoy being part of an
exercise group engaged in
activities each week. Volunteers are crucial to the
success of this program because their
companionship and support helps residents remain
committed to the activity, improving health,
strengthening social skills and developing
confidence.

Following the Vision
2005 has been a year of success in fulfilling our vision.
Homestead has increased its capacity to serve people
with mental illness through adding services, expanded
programs, and enhancing staff support.

We currently have staff with various professional
credentials including: Registered Social Worker,
Registered Rehabilitation Professional, Registered Nurse
and Certified Psychiatric Rehabilitation Practitioner.  In
addition, staff are pursuing continued education in Cognitive
Behaviour Therapy, Masters of Education, and Masters of
Social Work programs.

Services continue to be enhanced as we respond to our
residents’ needs and the complexity of living with mental
illness.  Both internal and external evaluations are
underway for 2006.

While 2005 has been a wonderful year of success in
fulfilling the mission and vision of Homestead, it has seen
financial challenges with donations being down 80% from
2004.  We ask for your renewed prayers, and any financial
support you may be able to offer.  We pray that 2006 will
see the Lord continue to bless Homestead’s ministry.

our mission:
Homestead Christian Care is a Christian non-profit
charitable  organization primarily serving those with
mental illness  through supportive housing and
rehabilitation services.

We assist our residents in meeting  personal recovery
goals and improving quality of life through life skills
training, social involvement, and spiritual growth.



Who We Are
Homestead Christian Care is about people providing
care and support for members of our families, our
churches, and our communities who are living with
mental illness.  We are a Christian organization that
believes in seeing lives changed, following the example
of Jesus Christ who brought renewal to the world.

Most people have some connection to mental illness,
often through a family member or a friend. It could be a
serious depression, schizophrenia, or severe anxiety.
Whatever the situation, mental illness disrupts the lives
of those involved.  Homestead provides the support
needed by people who have reached a point of crisis
and need help with getting life back on track.  With our
different levels of support, we are able to help make
possible the transition towards recovery and
independence.

job opportunities

Check out our website for updated job notices
and applications:
www.homesteadchristiancare.ca/jobs

welcome new
management!
We would like to introduce
three new additions to our
management team!
Josh Hiemstra is the
Assistant Residential
Coordinator for our
Wentworth Program. Crystal
Acreman is the Assistant
Residential Coordinator for
our Blossom Park Program.
Both have been working with
our programs for over a year
now. Mary Birch began
working at Blossom Park this
past summer as the
Residential Coordinator.
We are so glad to have each
of you as part of our team!

Josh Hiemstra

Crystal Acreman & Mary Birch

renovations
Maintaining quality supportive housing requires ongoing maintenance and repair,
especially with older buildings. Along with regular maintenance, we have completed a
series of major renovations at our Caroline Street facility this year. Virtually all of this
work was made possible through experienced volunteers. This spring will see
renovation and new construction beginning at Blossom Park in Woodstock, which
recently received a $144,000 forgivable loan from the Canada Mortgage and
Housing Authority to create six units for our Supported Independent Living program.
We hope to make extensive use of volunteers for completing this project as well. If
you are interested in being a part of this project, please contact April te Velde,
Coordinator of Volunteer Resources.

food raising
This year we are encouraging churches to hold a Food
Raising event to support
Homestead.  This is a very
practical way for Christians to
help meet the daily needs of
people living with mental
illness.

Churches can organize a date
for food collections when
members can bring in non-perishable food items.  The food
goes directly to our Hamilton and Woodstock homes.
These donations answer our prayer: “Lord, give us this day
our daily bread.”  To involve your church, please contact
April at april@hscc.ca.



volunteeringthe volunteering mission~
To provide opportunities in which volunteers and
residents of Homestead Christian Care are involved
in meaningful activities which enhance the
programs provided and contribute to the well-being
of the individuals that we serve.

THANK YOU TO OUR
VOLUNTEERS!

Þ Fruitland CRC Youth came monthly to

spend time with  our Wentworth  residents

last school year & we look forward to

them coming AGAIN for another year!

Þ Living Water Reformed Church Youth

Group has completed THREE projects for

our Hamilton Programs, including garden

care and painting!

Þ A Faith CRC Small Group came to our

Caroline St. facility  in Hamilton to finish

painting the front entrance and balconies, a

project they had started last year.

Þ Cheryl Jelsma has been dedicated to our

Wentworth Program since February, giving

the residents hundreds of hours of her

time!

Þ Dick Stronks comes 4 days per week to

our Hamilton Programs, using his

extensive painting skills.

Þ A Pastoral Intern at Covenant CRC in

Woodstock made the time to regularly

come to Blossom Park and get to know

the residents!

Þ Henry Huiskamp continuously gives of his

handyman skills to our Hamilton

programs!

Þ Many individuals and groups spend time

with our residents to go out for coffee,

take walks, take care of building

maintenance,  or lead activities!!

Currently we have 551 volunteer hours

given per month!  Our aim is 700 hours

per month  in 2006.

Small Group
Service Ministr y

The Small Group Service Ministry is an opportunity
for church Small Groups to meaningfully engage in
Christian ministry in their community.  Through a
variety of activities, Small Groups can contribute to
the work of Homestead Christian Care in supporting
individuals living with mental illness.  This commitment
can be a blessing to Small Group members as they
share the love of God in practical ways.
There are four service opportunities where your group
can be involved:  volunteering your time and skills as
a group or as individuals, organizing a Food Raiser
food drive within your church, a gift of $5 per month
from each person in your group to support our
residents, and being a contact for Homestead within
your congregation.

Wha t Can I Do?

HAIR DRESSING

FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES

BE A FRIEND TO A
RESIDENT

WEB DESIGN

COMPUTER SUPPORT

PAINTING

CLEANING  VACANT
APARTMENTS

HOMESTEAD CLUB

ASSIST WITH ORGANIZING
EVENTS

DRIVE RESIDENTS TO  ACTIVITIES
OR APPOINTMENTS

BUILDING MAINTENANCE

GROUNDS MAINTENANCE

SPIRITUAL CARE

PROMOTIONS  IN YOUR
COMMUNITY

LEAD ACTIVITIES IN ONE OF THE
HOMES

BOARD & COMMITTEES

RENOVATION PROJECTS

Your life can be enriched by being involved with Homestead’s
residents. Volunteers are at the heart of this ministry. Listed below
are a variety of ways you can support Homestead through sharing
your time and skills:

email: volunteer@homesteadchristiancare.ca



AN OPPORTUNITY  TO SHARE GOD’S LOVE.
From its very beginning, the Christian community has been marked by
its generosity, especially towards people facing times of particular need.

As Homestead supports individuals living with mental illness, would you please
consider partnering with us in this ministry? A simple donation of $5.00 per
month makes a world of difference. It blesses Homestead financially, but more
importantly, it is a witness to our residents that Christians care.

WHAT ARE DONATIONS USED FOR?
Donations are essential in the lives of our residents.  In addition to the rent paid
by residents and some fee-for-service support, Homestead requires an
additional $250/month per resident in donations to provide a multifaceted
rehabilitation program designed to enable recovery.  This includes life skills
training, individualized plans of care, social and educational activities, spiritual
care, and much more.

The $250/month per resident is the essential difference between simply
providing affordable housing and providing quality care, rehabilitation, and
support towards recovery and independence.  Your donations directly improve
the lives of our residents.

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY PROVINCE    POST AL CODE

TELEPHONE

I authorize Homestead Christian Care to withdraw $5.00
each month from my bank account/credit card.

AUTHORIZED SIGNA TURE DATE

Method of monthly payment*:

        Direct Withdrawal (enclose VOID check)
or

        Credit card: VISA
Mastercard
American Express

_ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ _ _ / _ _
CARD NUMBER EXP. D ATE

*Homestead is a registered charity. You will receive a charitable gift receipt at

the end of the year. Charity # 13129 5198 RR0001

Homestead Christian Care
Unit A - 249 Caroline Street South

Hamilton, ON L8P 3L6
Tel. 905-529-0454  Fax 905-529-0355

www.homesteadchristiancare.ca   Email info@hscc.ca

yes!     I will support Homestead with a $5.00 per month gif t.

$1,000,000 is needed to cover
the capital cost of  the
residential care facility and the
supported independent
apartments in Oxford County.
To date $144,000 has been
raised in addition to Home
Depot’s contribution.

oxford county
capital campaign

Home Depot kicks off the Oxford County
Capital Campaign with Team Depot
volunteering to build a shed.

Then the way you live will always honour and please the Lord, and you will continually do good, kind things for others.
All the while, you will learn to know God better and better. ~ Colossians 1:10

Support Homestead with Will and Estate Planning arranged independently
through Christian Stewardship Services at 1-800-267-8890.


